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ut*\eople  don’t  want  to  see  a guy 
X whistling  while  they’re  having 
ipfeu  dinner,”  a New  York  night-club 
owner  once  told  Fred  Lowery. 

That  caf6  impresario  deserves  a 
page  in  theatrical  history  all  to 
!!,!  himself — as  the  world’s  worst  talent 
scout!  For  the  musician  he  turned 
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away — a lad  from  the  little  town  of 
Palestine,  Texas — has  been  ap- 
plauded in  night  clubs  and  theaters 
from  coast  to  coast,  has  been  fea- 
tured on  top  radio  shows,  and  could 
/ live  comfortably  on  the  royalties 
from  his  recordings  alone. 

As  if  that  were  not  enough,  he  has 
won  critical  recognition  from  John 
Charles  Thomas,  Alec  Templeton, 
Fritz  Kreisler  and  others.  Kreisler, 
in  fact,  was  so  impressed  with  Low- 
ery’s talent  that  he  did  a special 
arrangement  of  his  Caprice  Viennois 
for  whistling. 

Lowery  first  learned  to  whistle 
by  imitating  birds  in  the  Texas 
cotton  fields.  Orphaned  as  an  in- 
fant and  partially  deprived  of  his 
sight  by  a childhood  illness,  he 
spent  ten  years  in  the  State  School 
for  the  Blind  at  Austin.  Summers  he 
picked  cotton  on  his  grandmother’s 


Perfect  Whistler.  In  this  picture 
America’s  foremost  whistling  virtuoso, 
Fred  Lowery  of  California,  shows  the 
correct  way  to  whistle.  A concertmas- 
ter  once  said  that  the  partially  blind 
whistler’s  pitch  and  tone  were  “as  true 
as  any  piccolo  I have  ever  heard.” 

may,  1947 


farm.  When  a whistler  named  Er- 
nest Nichols  visited  the  school  Fred 
got  an  audition  and  was  advised  to 
make  a career  of  whistling. 

Within  a year  he  was  giving  con- 
certs, and  soon  afterward  got  a staff 
job  with  a Dallas  radio  station. 
New  York  was  the  next  step  and 
there,  despite  many  rebuffs,  Low- 
ery was  soon  whistling  with  big- 
name  orchestras  and  appearing  on 
network  radio  shows. 

One  of  the  secrets  of  his  success 
was  knowing  the  right  and  wrong 
way  to  whistle,  almost  from  the 
start.  The  right  way,  he  says,  is 
with  lips  relaxed,  not  puckered. 
Puckering  minimizes  the  wind  con- 
tent of  the  mouth  and  creates  a nar- 
row rush  of  air  and  harsh  tone. 

“The  lips  should  be  held  almost 
normally,  but  firmly,”  Lowery 
points  out.  “When  you  achieve 
good  tone  at  any  pitch,  you  can 
start  double-noting.  To  do  this,  you 
place  the  tongue  as  if  to  make  a T- 
sound,  and  permit  the  air  to  flow 
over  and  under  it.” 

Between  engagements  Lowery 
lives  in  North  Hollywood,  Cali- 
fornia. There,  to  the  delight  of  his 
five-year-old  son,  he  holds  whistled 
conversations  with  the  birds. 

You  would  expect  Lowery  to  be 
a completely  happy  man,  consider- 
ing all  he  has  achieved.  But  his  hap- 
piness won’t  be  complete,  he  con- 
fesses, until  he  has  made  whistling 
a recognized  art. 
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The  GirMn  the  Window 


Fashion  mannequins  who  grace  weight  and  immobility;"  she  was 
the  windows  of  department  stores  not,  by  nature,  ajrivolous  soul — 

and  smart  shops  are  elegant,  lissome  but  during  the  1920s  she  was  evi- 
creatures  who  lead  altogether  en-  dently  caught  in  the  Flapper  craze 
viable  lives.  In  their  well-arranged,  and  quite  literally  lost  her  head, 
wprry-free  world,  these  plaster,  pa-  For  several  years  headless  torsos 
per  or  papier-mache  beauties  wear  wefe  extremely  popular  with  store- 
advance  beach  styles  and  bask  in  window  artists, 
simulated  sunshine  during  winter  Then,  with  the  Depression,  a 
months.  Or,  attired  in  fabufbus  trend  toward  realism  began.  Dis- 

hostess  gowns,  they  sit  gracefully  play  men,  looking  for  mannequins 

on  luxurious  couches,  sipping  cock-  less  expensive  and  easier  to  pose, 

tails  from  expensive  glasses.  found  the  answer  in  lightweight 

Yes,  the  fashion  mannequin  of  paper  and  papier-mache  models. 

1 947  lives  well.  More  important,  And  thus  was  born  the  lovely  lady 

she  looks  well— because  she  looks  who  can  look  elegairTand  natural 

real.  Yet  it  was  not  always  so.  Dur-  at  the  same  time/ 

ing  the  last  century,  fashions  in  Like  her  flesh-and-blood  coun- 
mannequins have  changed  just  as  terpart,  the  American  girl,  the  mod- 
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Jeweled  Horizon.  Photographed  from  the  mile-high  summit  of 
Mount  Wilson,  where  giant  telescopes  pierce  the  secrets  of  the  skies, 
this  breath-taking  view  of  Southern  California  could  almost  be  a 
picture  of  the  star-studded  heavens.  Far  below,  Los  Angeles,  fifth 
largest  city  in  the  United  States,  stretches  toward  the  Pacific  Ocean 

and  glitters  in  the  night  like  an  earth  bound  miniature  of  the  Milky  Way . 
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